Miliary tuberculomas of the brain: case report.
Tuberculosis (TB) of the central nervous system (CNS) is still prevalent in many developing countries. Tuberculoma is always considered in the differential diagnosis of enhancing intra-axial lesions of the brain. Brain tuberculomas can present in many different clinical and radiological patterns, disseminated or miliary brain tuberculomas are very rare. We describe the case of a 25-year-old immunocompetent female with miliary brain tuberculomas. She presented with a history of progressive headache and unsteady gait. Serial Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) studies revealed growing, multiple small enhancing lesions in the brain, most lesions measured approximately 2mm in diameter, in both the supratentorial and infratentorial compartments. Her investigation failed to reveal any evidence of TB outside the CNS. Open biopsy revealed multiple caseating granulomas and mycobacterin tuberculosis was cultured. She improved clinically and radiologically after starting anti-tuberculous pharmacotherapy. The clinical course, radiological images and pathological studies of this patient are presented. In conclusion miliary brain tuberculomas are rare and unique clinical and radiological entity. It may affect immunocompetent individuals with no other signs of other systemic involvement.